
 

Congratulations to :  

James Cook, new Head Boy and 

Lucy Thompson, new Head Girl at 

Sandon!  Well done to both!  

A big thank you to:  

Syston Park Farm Shop  

For their kind donation of a  

Christmas Tree to Sandon!!  

Dear Parents/Carers  

 

The start to the academic year 2011/12 has been extremely positive.  For the first time, students 

from both sites achieved a wide range of externally accredited qualifications from functional skills 

through to GCSEs.   Significant numbers of students on both sites are now also accessing, or are 

about to access, a wide range of work experience opportunities which include motor vehicle ga-

rages, hair salons, sports and leisure and retail outlets.  

 

Sandon School also underwent a two day subject specific Ofsted on Personal, Social and Health 

Education.   The school was graded as ôgoodõ.  Well done to all staff and students for their efforts. 

 

Building work at the Ambergate site continues at a pace.  The new lower school block and facilities 

will be completed late January, weather permitting.   The build will provide the site with: -  a be-

spoke primary playground;  pirate ship and all;  three new classrooms;  art room;  allotments;  se-

cure open access to the playing fields;  hygiene suite and ball pool.  

 

There are a couple of members of staff who we have to say goodbye and good luck to.  Firstly, I 

would like to thank David Shaw for his hard work over the last 2½ years and wish him the best of 

luck in his new role as Deputy Principal at the Stephenson Studio School in Coalville.  Secondly, 

Aileen Fippard retired at the end of October after working at the schools for 28 years.  I would 

like to thank Aileen for her unreserved dedication over the years.  Aileen was a valuable member of 

staff and will be sorely missed by not only the staff, but pupils alike.  

Friends of Sandon and Ambergate, as well as other groups, have successfully undertaken a number 

of fundraising activities.   I would like to thank all involved for their significant efforts.  Friends of 

Sandon and Ambergate will be holding their AGM on Tuesday 17 th  January at 7pm at Ambergate 

site.  

 

The response to the consultation regarding uniform across the federation has been positive.   A fi-

nal decision  will be communicated to all early in the New Year.  Finally, Seasonõs Greetings to all 

and have a Happy New Year. 



 

Twickenham 
This term Twickenham have been looking at the Victorian era, we have looked at Florence Nightin-

gale and have made our own lamps and have also looked at inventions from Victorian times.  We 

have also just adopted a hamster as our class pet.  We have called him 

ôTwickersõ and are taking it in turns to look after him. He especially likes 

free time playing in his hamster ball.  

Willow  
Willow class enjoyed playing in the outdoor play area at the Beacon.  

 

We made bread and kneaded the dough.  

    

We had the sensory story of the bear  

 hunt.  

Trent Bridge & Imps  
Trent Bridge's topic this year is 'Ourselves' and the children have enjoyed looking at the similari-

ties and differences between people in their class, their friends and family. We have talked about 

the pets we have at home and care for and we have adopted two classroom pet fish which the chil-

dren have named Miss Fish and Mr Biscuits!  

We have also been growing different plants, the children have watched tomatoes and carrots grow 

and enjoyed eating them when they were ready to be picked. We are currently growing cress which 

we will be eating in egg and cress sandwiches! We have just planted garlic and onions which we will 

harvest next year.  

Trent have also been working hard to remember the songs and their lines for our Christmas nativ-

ity. The children are looking forward to performing in St. 

Annes church in front of their 

friends and family.  

Merry Christmas from Trent Bridge!  



 

Cherry  
In Cherry class we have been learning about the Environment. We went outside 

and looked for different insects and different materials in the playground.  

We have also learnt about recycling and what materials we can use again. We had a 

picnic and then sorted the packaging into recycling and rubbish.  We also made 

models from recycled materials and painted them.  

In History we have learnt about old and new by comparing ob-

jects and sorting them into two hoops. We made poppies for Re-

membrance Day. And we enjoyed a visit from Zoolab where we 

met all the animals and held some of them.  

Valley  
Valley went to Stamford on Monday 14th November to have a tour around Morri-

sons, meet the staff and see where all the produce is stored. We also saw the 

coca-cola truck from the tv advert. The pupils were all fantastic and wrote some 

lovely 'Thankyou' letters to Morrisons on their return to school.  

Beech 
This term in Beech class we have been learning about choices as part of 

our PSHCE topic. The pupils have had the opportunity to choose activi-

ties, trips out and their favourite items. In Literacy we have looked at 

different stories including The Gruffalo, Where the Wild Things Are 

and The Enormous Turnip. The pupils enjoyed acting out the stories and 

re - writing them. We have also learnt about letter writing posting letters to our-

selves, our friends and people around the school. The pupils particularly enjoyed look-

ing in the class post box everyday to see if the post man had been. In Numeracy we 

have worked on number recognition, addition, subtraction, shape and tally charts. We 

have had the opportunity to take part in a number of music lessons learning new songs 

with sensory instruments and props.  

Wembley  
This term Wembley have been learning about Famous People including Guy Fawkes, Elizabeth Fry, 

Samuel Pepys and Henry VIII.  Recently we have been working really hard on the School Nativity.  

We also had a visit from the Rhubarb Theatre Company 

which we thought was òepicó(Jack W). 



 

Inclusion  
Inclusion group have been working hard so far this year.  Damian, 

Jamie and Jacob are enjoying their bespoke timetables at the 

Kingõs School and are making good progress. 

 

Jack and Thomas have enrolled at Grantham College. Jack is en-

joying his Equestrian course and Thomas has been learning lots of 

new recipes on his Hospitality and Catering course.  

Year 9  
In Humanities we have focused on Travel and Tourism. In that topic we have learned about Na-

tional Parks, just at the time we went to Bendrigg (which is a national park!). The students have 

completed a short test on National Parks and have completed an Oral Test on Travel and Tourism 

too. Currently the students are designing their own 'Dream Holiday'. Some students have begun 

to build models of their holiday. We have started a model on a Skate Park, a Pop Star Hotel and 

an RV (Recreational Vehicle). The imagination and efforts into this topic have been amazing!  

Year 8  
Year 8 celebrated Children in Need by 'showing their spots' and donating £1 

to the campaign.  

We used a lesson that day to gather information and statistics via internet 

research on the whole campaign. The children gained valuable insight into 

the history of Children in Need and how their donations are used.  

We are currently looking forward to our visit to the Palace Theatre Newark 

to see Aladdin as part of our Christmas celebrations.  

Forest  
In Science Forest demonstrated the use of their fingers and 

sense of touch by making a Nativity scene.  The figures were 

made from shuttlecocks and a variety of different materials.  

In ICT they each made their own personalised calendar.  

 



 

6th form  
On Tuesday 18th October 2011 some members of 6th form went to Nottingham on the train. This 

was part of their independent living skills. They also visited the Red Hot World Buffet Restau-

rant this was part of their Asdan meal preparation lesson and Transitional Challenge. They all had 

a very good time and learnt a lot from this experience.  

Year 11  
On a Wednesday 9th of November Ashley, Drew and Shane had a golf taster session at the Gran-

tham driving range.  They all really enjoyed the experience and made a dramatic improvement, the 

boys increased their knowledge in a range of areas such as club selection and how to improve 

their performance. All the boys are looking forwards to a return visit in the 

coming weeks! 

 

Year 10  
The Year 10s have had studious time, everyone has been working hard towards their various quali-

fications and a variety of personal projects which include: the planning for the re -development of 

Sleaford town centre, sophisticated aircraft design and planning to survive an unspecified disas-

ter due on 21st December 2012.   

 

The class are looking forward to having a new class tutor as Mr Overfield Shaw will be starting a 

new job in January 2012.  

Orchard  
In Orchard we have been looking at light and dark. In English we explored the 

Owl babies book using all sensory resources to look and feel. In Maths we made 

Owls using different materials 

and food products then counted 

them as we put them on the dis-

play. 

 



 

Year 9 Bendrigg Trip 2011  
Year 9 enjoyed their residential trip to the Lake District in the week 17 th  October 

to the 21 st . We travelled all of Monday morning to arrive in the early afternoon at 

The Bendrigg Trust. Details of The Bendrigg Trust can be found at 

www.bendrigg.org.uk 

 

Our week comprised of:  

Day 1   

am  = (travelling)  

pm  = Indoor Caving  

eve = Night Orienteering  

 

Day 2  

am = Real Caving 

pm = Archery  

eve = Indoor Caving in the dark  

 

Day 3  

am = Abseiling / Zip wire  

pm = Climbing (indoor climbing wall)  

eve = Campfire  

 

Day 4  

am/pm  = Canoeing 

eve = Tube Slide  

 

Day 5  = Return to school / home  

 

Everyone really enjoyed the activities and the students were very well behaved 

throughout. It was inspiring to see the look on the studentsõ faces when they real-

ised they could achieve things they first thought were scary or unfamiliar. This resi-

dential trip provided excitement and opportunities that couldnõt be found anywhere 

else. The students learned independence, cooperation and developed their physical 

skills in these outdoor activities. Well done everyone!  

http://www.bendrigg.org.uk

